
 

 

Joyfully on His Journey 
 All Saint’s Day is typically observed on November 1st. Did you know that 
Halloween has its origins in the phrase “All Hallows’ Eve”, which was about 
remembering the Saints who had died over the past year. You may hear of 
particular saints or “heroes of the faith” having their own day set aside where 
people remember them. There can be good that comes from that. But traditions 
and holidays change in society and the church. But the goal of celebrating All 
Saints’ Day is to remember those in recent past so that we might long for the future when Jesus returns to 
change it all to how he promises it to be.  
 Remembering the past is always important because it should give us courage to move forward. That’s 
what happened with the Israelites when Moses died and it gave way to Joshua the new leader. They took time 
to mourn their leader and their loved ones. (Deuteronomy 34:8-10). God even calls the Israelites to remember 
even further beyond that when he says, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery.” (Ex 20:2) He institutes the Passover Meal that still continues to this day in many Jewish 
households.  
 But the past is not important simply because it came before, but because God uses history to point us 
towards what he does in the future. For Israel their past pointed them toward the Messiah who was promised 
to Eve to come and crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). Their future was ALWAYS a future filled with 
hope because in God’s promises there is always hope.  

So how do we honor the past in our day and time? One way is All Saints’ Day. Even in death God 
allows our loved ones who fell asleep in faith to bless us today by the encouragement of their faith. We honor 
them by recalling their life and walk of faith. We honor those in the past by taking photos, writing article and 
stories about them. We catalog the past. But again, it is not simply because we love the past and want to go 
back to the past, but rather because God wants us to see what lies ahead. 

St. Paul saw this and encouraged his fellow Christians to look at the future saying, “Brothers I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:13-
14). Hearing that can cause a bit discomfort for us because it sounds as though Paul is saying the past is of no 
use to him. And in a way our discomfort would be correct, but not in the way that we think. For Paul goes on 
to see how the past shapes the future. “Keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have 
in us…” and later “Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body…” (Phil 3:17, 20-21).  

When you fall asleep due to death in the arms of Jesus, you are waiting for the future. What that 
means for us is ALL those who die in faith are already ahead of us, they aren’t in the past. Their death was 
serious, sad, maybe even tragic and unexpected, but they are NOT in the past as if to say they will never exist 
again. For Paul reminds us, we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ and those who are sainted before us are 
already with him now still even looking to the future when they will be rejoined with a new body! So, the past, 
sure it may have good memories, but what if God was promising to you in this month better than just 
memories, a new life, a new reality. So eagerly wait for his coming when we are joined with all the saints in 
the marriage feast of God’s kingdom. Happy All Saints’ Day. 

 

Joyfully His, 
Pastor Jon Jahnke 
701.306.2072 or 320.762.5152 
goodshepherdalexpastor@gmail.com 
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Give Thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

his love endures forever.    Psalm 107:1 

Ramblings of the chairman: 
The Executive Council is currently working on the 
budget for 2023. Each of our mission groups has 
received their request forms for the budget which is 
to include a brief summary of their goals looking 
forward, and how the funds they are requesting from 
the congregation will be used. The council is also 
looking at our current budget and offerings to see if 
the congregation is adequately supporting the work 
that Good Shepherd voters have chosen to do. We’ll 
have more information as we get closer to the 
annual voter’s meeting. 
Each time the Mission Leaders meet, I am always 
amazed at how much time and effort is given by the 
members of Good Shepherd. Have you ever 
considered, on any given Sunday, how many people 
are involved in preparing the church for that one 
service. Have you ever considered the hours given by 
the members of our Sunday School staff, VBS 
workers, Youth group leaders, Bible study leaders, 
Trustees, Elders, and so on. 
Given our country’s economic situation, I’m guessing 
that our projected 2023 Budget numbers will be 
higher than those of 2022. That being said, I decided 
to do an internet search for passages about giving, to 
the Lord (through the church) and to the Lord 
(through individuals who need help); because in both 
situations our gifts are to the Lord. There are so 
many passages that speak about giving, that it would 
take way too much paper to list them all. First of all, 
I want to refer to Ephesians 2:8 that says our 
salvation is a gift from God by grace through faith 
and that we can do nothing, nor boast that we can 
do anything, to earn it.  
This is followed by Ephesians 2:9 & 10 where we’re 
told that we do good works that have been prepared 
in advance for us by God. I find this interesting 
because when we do something (a good work) for 
the church or for an individual, that opportunity to 
give was also a gift from the Lord. 
So, what about giving! 2 Corinthians 9:6 & 7 says 
that we should give generously from the heart and 
not do it reluctantly or under compulsion.  
God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
 
 

Matthew 6:1-4 reminds us to do our giving in secret 
and not boast about what we’ve done. Our giving to 
the Lord is not something we should do for the 
recognition from others, God sees what we do in 
private.  
There is also a promise from God in 2 Corinthians 9:6 
& 7, Proverbs 11:24, and Luke 6:38 saying that God 
will bless our giving by multiplying his blessings. In 
Corinthians,” whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously”. In Proverbs “one man gives freely, yet 
gains even more; another withholds unduly, but 
comes to poverty.” Finally in Luke “Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your 
lap. For the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.” 
In all these passages it became clear to me that all we 
have or possess are blessings from the Lord and 
that the greatest blessing from the Lord is our 
salvation and second to this is his desire that we 
share all his blessings with others.  
I don’t see any way that we can out-give the Lord. 
 
 

 
 

Henry Huhnerkoch, Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Give Thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

his love endures forever.    Psalm 107:1 

Executive Council Highlights 
September 13, 2022 
Present: Henry Huhnerkoch, Gary Lips, Tracy Boysen, Evelyn Buelke, Pastor Jahnke, Chad Kohls, Carol Barenz, 
Deb Hull, Marcia Lips, Dave Bertek 
Elders: They are currently meeting once a month. They are having some good discussions and learning. The 
homeless program that we worked with last year has changed its name to Hope Haven and will be expanding 
another month this winter. We voted to participate again this year for 2 weeks, January 16-29.  
Trustees report: We have a new cleaner for the church. The windows have been installed in the doors of 
Pastors office. The new shrubs outside are being taken care of. 
Anniversary celebration stating that all went very well. The committee did a good job with the planning and 
the décor. We had a good turnout for the church service, but not many stayed for lunch. 
Election of council members was brought up and the names of those whose terms are up were discussed. 
Prayerfully consider helping with one of these positions. 
We will be starting the budgeting process for the coming year starting October. 
 

 



 

 

Give Thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

his love endures forever.    Psalm 107:1 

(T.I.M) Together in 
Mission Alexandria Circuit 

October 25th T.I.M. met at Good Shepherd.  The 
group was blessed to hear information regarding the 
Missions our circuit is supporting, as well as hearing 
from Jonathan & Carrie Federwitz on their previous 
mission work in New Guinea.  They are now 
relocating to North Carolina where Jonathan will be 
working with JAARS to train missionary pilots. 
T.I.M. has previously supported these missions or 
missionaries: 
Ashley Lehr 
Rev. Matthew Wood 
Rev. Daniel Jastram 
Rev. James Kolle 
Matango Seminary, Kenya-Malawi Students 
 
As the team moves into 2023 they will be supporting 
the following: 
Ashley Lehr - Puerto Rico 
Rev. Matthew Wood-Indonesia 
Rev. Daniel Jastram – Japan 
Montongo Scholarships – Malawi. 
International Luther Council  
Lutheran Bible Translators 
 
Please pray for these and all missionaries throughout 
the world spreading the Joy of Jesus. 
 

 
 
 

 

Elder’s Corner 

 
Brothers and Sister in Christ; 
 
We are used to making choices every day~ What to 
eat? What to wear? What to watch on television? etc. 
But what does it mean to be chosen? 
 
Jesus chose His disciples in many different settings. 
Amongst those He asked to follow Him there were 
fishermen, a woman who was tormented by demons, 
a tax collector, a physician, and a Pharisee. Some 
dropped everything right away and followed while 
others hesitated and still others ignored Jesus’ call. 
How would you react if Jesus came up to you and 
said, “Come, follow Me”?  
Would you walk away from all you have worked so 
hard to accumulate or would you pause? While we 
know what happened with Jesus and His disciples, 
imagine what they thought when a man came and 
asked them to follow Him. Imagine what their families 
thought as their loved ones went off with this man, 
not knowing where, when or if they would see them 
again. How would you react? 
 
These are the types of questions we are exploring in 
studying the video series, “The Chosen” on Sunday 
evenings at 6:30. All are welcome to attend. How will 
you respond to Jesus’ call? 

God bless you! 
Greg Armbruster 
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Altar Guild 

We are soon reaching the end of another year, 
and are having an organizational meeting to fill 
our Altar calendar for the new year. Please 
prayerfully consider signing up for a month to fill 
our calendar. 
                 I am once again going to talk about 
the Linens that are used to cover the top 
(mensa) of the Altar and other cloth coverings 
which are made from real linen.  Unlike the 
paraments, these linens are mostly white in color 
and are not changed according to the color of 
the Church Year.  
                The linen that is placed directly on 
the top of the mensa (altar) is the 
cerecloth.  Traditionally this cloth was a heavy 
white fabric that had been treated with wax.  Its 
purpose was to keep the dampness of the stone 
mensa, of old, from ruining the fair linens.  On 
our altars of today, made of wood, this 
protection is no longer necessary, but may still 
be used to protect the wood.  It can also be 
used as a cushion or padding to eliminate 
clanging when the vessels are put on the 
altar.  This cerecloth is the exact size of the 
mensa and should never hangover the 
edges.  The second linen is placed over the 
cerecloth, it is called the frontal linen when it is 
attached to the frontal or superfrontal to hold 
either of those paraments in place, or protector 
linen when it’s not.  The purpose of this cloth is 
to protect the fair linen from the wax in the 
cerecloth.  This linen is also the exact size of the 
mensa.  
                Our caregivers for the Altar in 
October were Loren and Tracy Boysen.   
Please give them your Thanks. 
For the month of November, Clarence and Carol 
Rasmussen will tend to the Altar.  In October, 
the Altar was beautified with flowers from the 
Rasmussen’s.  If you would like to provide 
flowers for the Altar, we welcome you to do so, 
weekly or monthly. Enjoy the fall, we know what 

comes next! 😉  Amory Anderson 

LWML 
Shelli Kae Foster, Executive Director of the 
Alexandria Senior Center gave our LWML an update 
on the services and changes coming for the Senior 
Center. 
 

Elaine Beulke, V. Pres, Marian Brelje, Sec and Marcia 
Lips, Christian Life were elected. Pastor Jahnke will 
install them when he speaks to us at our November 
meeting. 
 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that helped in any 
way with our Rummage/Bake Sale. Truly an amazing 
time working together.  A huge success with ALL 
your help. What a blessing!   
 

Love INC is not doing Adopt a Family this Christmas 
so with the congregations' help we are giving to  
Eagles Healing Nest for Veterans in November and 
gifts for children to give through the Small Mall. 
 

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, 
December 3, 2022 at 12 noon, as that will be our 
Christmas Luncheon at Arrowwood. No meeting, 
just a time to eat with fellowship. All ladies of the 
congregation are invited to join us. 
 

"Serve the Lord with gladness. Psalm 100:2 
Barb Schuneman, LWML President 
 

 

Love Patches Quilting  

We will be helping with a “Blankets of Love” project 
in addition to our regular quilting.  This ministry 
provides fleece tie blankets to bring the love of Jesus 
to many who need a hug from heaven at Christmas 
time.  Blankets are given to Kalon Prep students, jail 
ministry, car care program, safe families and law 
enforcement to distribute as needed.  We would help 
with cutting or tying.  Several ladies from LWML will 
also be helping.  We welcome anyone else that 
would like to help with this project. 
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Sunday School News! 
A month and a half of Sunday School has flown 
by.  We’ve had lots of fun gathering together and 
exploring God’s Word with our new curriculum, Simply 
Loved.  Your children should be coming home with a 
paper each week, highlighting our key concept of the 
lesson.   
Our mission project this quarter is to help with the 
Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoebox 
donations.  Please help us gather kid’s items that 
would fit in a shoebox such as a doll, stuffed animal, 
toy cars, etc… What can you think of that would make 
a child smile?  These donations must be brought by 
Sunday, November 13th. 
We only have Sunday School on November 13th, and 
November 20th this month.  Then, guess what…We 
will be working on our Christmas Program!  Saturday 
practices will be December 10th and 17th, with our 
program being held during Sunday School hour on 
December 18th.  **Please note this change in when 
the children share their Christmas message with you. 
Denise Norheim and team! 
Thank you to the LWML for assisting with getting 
Bibles into the hands of our children.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Family Laughs 
together!!! 

 

 
Got to Love this one as it is TRUE! FYI ADVENT 

SUPPERS are coming soon😊 
 

BLOOPERS: 

▪ The choir invites any member of the 
congregation who enjoys sinning to  

join the choir 
▪ Ushers will eat latecomers. 
▪ The Rev. spoke briefly,  

much to the delight of the audience. 
 

Hymns for the Aging: 
*Precious Lord, Take my Hand (and help me 
get up) 
*Nobody know the trouble I have (seeing) 
*Just a Slower Walk With Thee 
*Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah (I’ve    
forgotten where I parked) 
 
One liner: 
WARNING: Exposure to the SON may prevent 
burning. 
We don’t change God’s message – His message 
changes us. 
Don’t put a question mark where God puts a period. 
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Fellowship news! 
We had a busy October with Polka Worship and meal 
October 9th.  What a great service worshipping our 
Lord with song and praise.  
Oliver (Deb’s grandson) and Everlee enjoyed the 

music! 😊 

  

 
We are very Thankful to all who joined us for the 
worship and those who were able to stay for the 
meal.  It wasn’t as successful as we had hoped so 
next year, we have scheduled a separate service for 
our Polka Service.  Save the date of September 16, 
2023 additional details coming as we get closer.  

 

Norm our Welcoming 

Party~ Look at that 

SMILE! 

and our Servering 

team~ GREAT 

JOB Ladies! 

 
 

 

 

 

LaVonne and Wade helping with drinks

 
Chuck Thiel and Jolly Ramblers 

Enjoying time with friends in fellowship

 
Greg and Loren doing 

what they love  

Just kidding-their job 

was completed- our 

grillers.  

 

At the time of this 
writing, we are excitedly anticipating our Trunk and 

Treat event.  We have planned for 1000 plus kids 
this year.  Thank you to all who have contributed 
candy, Thrivent cards and for sure the GSL family 
members for decorating yourselves and trunks for 
this community outreach.  We have CANDY, pencils, 
bookmarks, fruit snacks, Christian toys, bracelets 
and smiles to be given to our community kids.  
Watch for pictures and updates in December. 
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MINISTRY TEAM LEADER DIRECTORY 
OFFICE 320.762.5152 

EMAIL: goodshepherdalexsec@gmail.com 
 

Altar Guild 

Amory Anderson   218.640.0692   amorya5051@live.com 

Marian Brelje    320.510.1081   ambrelje@hotmail.com 

Worship Team and Music 

Sue Nelson    320.766.5221   sknelson4@charter.net 

Cradle Roll:       Vacant -Office updating at this time 

Elders 

Greg Armbruster   952.288.3953   garmbruster1017@gmail.com 

Loren Boysen   320.760.0199   lcb@runestone.net 

Brandon Luedeke   320.304.4237  brandonluedeke@gmail.com 

Paul Luedeke   320.760.6937  pgbcqqc@gmail.com 

Keith Ramsay   320.886.5574  kcramsay@embarqmail.com 

Executive Council 

Henry Huhnerkoch (Chair)  320.763.4784  henryhuhnerkoch@hotmail.com 

Fellowship Committee 

Arnie & Marian Brelje  320.510.1081   ambrelje@hotmail.com 

Norm Schimmelpfennig  320.763.3524   lavonnes58@gmail.com 

LaVonne Schimmelpfennig  320.763.3524  lavonnes58@gmail.com 

Deb Hull    320.766.9753   bernihull@gmail.com 

Greg Armbruster   952.288.3953  garmbruster1017@gmail.com 

Denise Armbruster   952.686.3575   denigre613@gmail.com 

Amory Anderson   218.640.0692   amorya5051@live.com 

Nancy Schmidt   320.760.4868  lakereducate@yahoo.com 

LIC (Lutheran Island Camp) 

Keith Ramsay   320.886.5574  kcramsay@embarqmail.com 

Love INC 

Joyce Hausmann   320.304.4501   idaoaks22@gmail.com 

Love Patches 

Marian Brelje   320.859.5085  ambrelje@hotmail.com 

LWML 

Barb Schuneman   320.808.5568  merlebarb@rea-alp.com 

Memorial/Designated Funds 

Donna Kruse   320.333.6710   leslie.donna.Kruse@gmail.com 

Les Kruse    320.333.8405  leslie.donna.Kruse@gmail.com 

Men’s Dartball 

Norm Schimmelpfennig  320.763.3524  lavonnes58@gmail.com 

Offering Counters 

Joyce Hausmann   320.304.4501   idaoaks22@gmail.com 
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MINISTRY TEAM LEADER DIRECTORY 
OFFICE 320.762.5152 

EMAIL: goodshepherdalexsec@gmail.com 
 

 

Passion Drama 

Mike Berninghaus      320.766.9980  berninghaus@hotmail.com 

 

Prayer Chain 

Barb Schuneman   320.808.5568  merlebarb@rea-alp.com 

Public Relations     Office taking care of at this time 

Sunday School 

Deb Hull    320.766.9753   bernihull@gmail.com 

Kari Kremer    320.766.5551   kremerkari6@gmail.com 

Denise Norheim   320.808.4157   Denisenorheim@gmail.com 

Wanda Swenson   320.491.4681   wswenson@heartlandorthopedics.com 

Trustees 

Dave Nelson    320.766.9106   dnels4@charter.net 

Pete Kremer-   320.808.6821   kremerkari6@gmail.com 

Jan Hausmann    320.304.3386  idaoaks22@gmail.com 

Henry Huhnerkoch    320.763.4784  henryhuhnerkoch@hotmail.com 

Paul Gesell     320.763.4203  ngesell@alexandria.k.12.mn.us 

Lynn Murray   320.762.8784  lynnjmurray@hotmail.com 

Gary Lips    612.597.9044   lipsgary@gmail.com 

VBS Coordinator (s) 

Denise Norheim   320.808.4157   Denisenorheim@gmail.com 

Brenda Wysoski    320.304.9100   Brenda.Wysoski@verizon.com 

Worship/Projection/Sound Media 

Brandon Luedeke   320.304.4237  brandonluedeke@gmail.com 

Jason Norheim    320.808.4156   ndakjas@gmail.com 

Val Christopherson   320.815.8585   vchristo58@gmail.com 

Howard Breitkruetz  320.808.8975  HSBREITKREUTZ@gmail.com 

Stephanie Bertek   320.491.8825   stephaniebertek@yahoo.com 

Youth Ministry 
KFC-(3rd-5th graders)     VACANT 
Jr. LYF (6th-8th graders)      VACANT 
Sr. LYF (9th-12th graders) 
Tracy Boysen    320.815.5034   tboysen5@gmail.com 
Amanda Thurk   320-491-0854   scarlettroses16621@gmail.com 

Zion School      VACANT 

 
Interested in being the piece that fills our Mission Leader puzzle? 
Stop in and visit with me or one of the other leaders about what the  

VACANT areas need for support!
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GOOD SHEPHERD HAPPENINGS 

Want to add your group event? 

Email them to goodshepherdalexsec.com 
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